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UNITED WAY NCA FINANCIAL EMPOWERMENT CENTER AT PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY 
OPENS, OFFERS FREE FINANCIAL SERVICES TO COUNTY RESIDENTS 

 

SunTrust Foundation Grants $500,000 for Two Centers in the Region 

  
WOODBRIDGE, Va. (November 19, 2018) – United Way of the National Capital Area (United 

Way NCA) announced today with its partners, SunTrust Foundation, SkillSource Group, Inc. and 
Virginia Cooperative Extension-Prince William, the opening of its new United Way NCA Financial 
Empowerment Center (FEC) at the Virginia Career Works - Prince William Center in Woodbridge, 
Virginia. The Financial Empowerment Center will open to the public on December 1, 2018. 
  
This marks United Way NCA’s fourth Financial Empowerment Center in the Washington region 
and the second one funded by a generous $500,000 grant from the SunTrust Foundation, which 
also funded an FEC on the campus of Prince George’s Community College.  
  
“United Way NCA’s goal for the Financial Empowerment Centers is to help area residents 
overcome academic, social and economic barriers to success through a two-generational 
approach focused on children and families,” said Rosie Allen-Herring, president and CEO, United 
Way NCA. “Our goal was to reach 100,000 residents throughout the region as part of our 
community commitment, a $12.3 million investment to fight for the education, financial stability 
and health of every person in our community. We are currently in year four of this five-year effort, 
and we have served 77,000 residents to date helping them achieve financial stability.” 
  
“We’re proud to support and celebrate the opening of the second United Way NCA Financial 
Empowerment Center,” said Stan Little, president of the SunTrust Foundation. “The foundation is 
committed to helping residents of Prince William County gain financial confidence by expanding 
the availability and coordination of services that will assist in improving credit, decreasing debt 
and increasing savings.” 
  
Specifically, United Way NCA Financial Empowerment Centers offer direct access to high-quality 
financial services and guidance in a welcoming, professional environment at no cost. Each FEC 
brings together the most effective partners to help clients grow income, build assets, manage 
debt and improve credit, a much-needed resource for a community with many residents facing 
substantial economic challenges. Services include one-on-one financial coaching, personal and 
business-focused workshops, tax preparation, housing counseling and more. 
  

mailto:Julie@jrcommunications.com
mailto:audria.belton@suntrust.com
https://www.suntrust.com/about-us/community-commitment/philanthropy/suntrust-foundation/our-purpose
http://www.myskillsource.org/
https://ext.vt.edu/


In addition to the support from founding partner SunTrust Foundation, United Way NCA’s 
Financial Empowerment Center at Prince William County is made possible in partnership with 
SkillSource Group, Inc. and Virginia Cooperative Extension-Prince William. 
 

“Financial security and economic mobility depend not just on one’s job, income, and skills, but 
increasingly on financial education and developing healthy financial habits,” said David Hunn, 
president and CEO of the SkillSource Group, Inc. “The co-location of the Prince William FEC with 
the public workforce system will provide more opportunities for Prince William County residents to 
gain financial skills and resources to better secure their families’ futures.”  
 

“Virginia Cooperative Extension Prince William has a successful track record of improving the 
lives of hard-working individuals by helping them better manage their personal finance decisions,” 
said Paige Thacker, unit director, Virginia Cooperative Extension-Prince William.  “We are 
honored to be an FEC partner and help the community learn about personal finance, set goals 
and achieve them.” 
  
In addition to the two Financial Empowerment Centers funded by SunTrust Foundation, the other 
two United Way NCA Financial Empowerment Centers to open since 2015 are located at The 
Skyland Workforce Center in Washington, D.C., and the South County Government Center in 
Alexandria, Virginia. 
  
Approximately 260,000 residents in the region belong to a household that is “unbanked,” which 
means these residents are not connected with mainstream banking services.  
  
“Supporting the community is a priority,” said Dan O’Neill, SunTrust Bank Mid-Atlantic division 
president, speaking on behalf of the SunTrust Foundation. “We look forward to our continued 
partnership with United Way NCA and championing the work of the Financial Empowerment 
Centers to enhance financial confidence in Prince William County.” 
  
About United Way of the National Capital Area 

United Way of the National Capital Area fights for the health, education and financial stability of 
every person in the National Capital community. United Way NCA has been improving lives by 
creating measurable impact in the District of Columbia, Northern Virginia, and Montgomery and 
Prince George’s Counties for more than 40 years. For more information about United Way of the 
National Capital Area, visit UnitedWayNCA.org. 
  
About SunTrust Foundation 

The SunTrust Foundation is dedicated to SunTrust Bank’s (NYSE: STI) purpose of Lighting the 
Way to Financial Well-Being by engaging organizations to advance financial confidence. Grants 
and activities focus primarily on financial empowerment, but also include education, health and 
human services, civic improvement and cultural growth. The SunTrust Foundation supports 
American Red Cross disaster relief efforts and contributes as a United Way Global Corporate 
Leader. Established in 2008, the SunTrust Foundation has proudly provided grants totaling more 
than $140 million throughout the United States. 
  
About SkillSource Group, Inc. 

The SkillSource Group, Inc. is the non-profit fiscal agent of Virginia Career Works - Northern, and 
is responsible for administering public workforce services for Northern Virginia’s Area #11, which 
includes Prince William County, Fairfax County, and Loudoun County. SkillSource and its 
partners operate seven (7) Virginia Career Works Centers that deliver a comprehensive range of 
free employment, training, and career development services to assist employers, job and career 
seekers, and young adults. Virginia Career Works Centers use public Workforce Innovation and 
Opportunity Act (WIOA) dollars and other funding sources to provide employment services to 
local workers and employers throughout the region.  
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About Virginia Cooperative Extension 

Since 1990, Virginia Cooperative Extension - Prince William (VCEPW) has conducted housing 
counseling services and financial education programs for residents of Prince William County, City 
of Manassas and City of Manassas Park. VCEPW offers research-based financial education 
including Money Saving Strategies, Improving Your Credit, and Smart Money Management, to 
share best practices for financial success. Our services support an improved quality of life for the 
community through increased financial stability. Through HUD Certified and trained counselors, 
we offer one-on-one housing and financial counseling, we lead community members to decrease 
debt, increase savings and empower everyone to improve their financial health, become more 
confident handling their finances and to achieve their personal financial goals.   
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Virginia Cooperative Extension programs and employment are open to all, regardless of age, color, disability, gender, gender 
identity, gender expression, national origin, political affiliation, race, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information,  veteran status, 
or any other basis protected by law. An equal opportunity/affirmative action employer. Issued in furtherance of Cooperative 
Extension work, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, Virginia State University, and the U.S. Department o f 
Agriculture cooperating. Edwin J. Jones, Director, Virginia Cooperative Extension, Virginia Tech, Blacksburg; M. Ray McKinnie , 
Administrator, 1890 Extension Program, Virginia State University, Petersburg. 

 


